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Trends

Organised criminals are increasingly sophisticated in how they protect 

their finances. Many of them make use of financial and legal 

professionals to handle their affairs, which often involves using property 

purchases and legitimate ‘front’ businesses to launder criminal proceeds.
Government Serious Crime Review – Jul 2009

At least 1 in 4 Organised Crime Groups (OCG) retain and use 

a corrupt individual within the legitimate financial sector

Lawyers, notaries, accountants and other professionals offering financial 

advice are a common element seen in complex money laundering 

schemes. FATF Global Threat Assessment  – Jul 2010
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Suspicious Activity Reporting

SARs & SAR Regime
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SAR Online – Welcome Screen
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SAR Online – New User Registration
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SAR Online – Registration Screen

• Activation code 1 provided on screen

• Activation code 2 sent to the email address 

• Account activated using codes 1 and 2
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General Quality Issues in SARs

• Supply all KYC / CDD information

• Clear reason for suspicion in first 

line of text

• Concise main body of report

• Be explicit if Consent required

• Always put in main subject’s 

postcode

• Avoid jargon and obscure terms

• Use Glossary of Terms
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Should I Report Tax Evasion?

Tax evasion is a criminal offence irrespective of the amount 

involved and whether HMRC are prepared to settle on a civil 

basis.

Suspected tax evasion, including deliberate under-

declaration of income or the intentional over-claiming of 

expenses falls within the definition of money laundering. It 

is reportable to SOCA even if HMRC are already aware of it.

Tax evasion of any type, whether committed by your client 

or the other party to a transaction, can result in a s328

arrangements offence.

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/productsandservices/practicenotes/aml/373.article
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SAR Usage Oct 09 – Sep 10
Investigations featuring a SAR:

£224 million subject to Restraint Orders

£42 million in Confiscation Orders

£8.8 million in Cash Forfeitures 

Interventions arising from Consent Requests:

£29 million subject to Restraint

£1.74 million in Cash Seizures

60 arrests

£2.8 million returned to HMRC
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Threat Areas – Financial Services Sector
Targeting by OCGs – value knowledge / access

Identity fraud / false documentation to evade KYC / CDD 

procedures

Complicit / bogus professionals

High cash turnover businesses / unusually profitable 

Increased OCG use of offshore accounts & Company 

Service Providers 

Overseas links / international cash flow

Protect Yourselves – Be Suspicious  
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Useful Numbers & Websites 
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• SAR Online & Glossary of Terms – www.soca.gov.uk

• UKFIU Support desks – 0207 238 8282

• UKFIU Dialogue Team via ukfiusars@soca.x.gsi.gov.uk

• SAR Confidentiality Breach Line – 0800 234 6657 

• SOCA General Enquiries Number – 0370 496 7622

• National Fraud Reporting Centre – 0300 123 2040

• Online Reporting         www.actionfraud.org.uk/report_fraud

http://www.soca.gov.uk/
mailto:ukfiusars@soca.x.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.actionfraud.org.uk/report_fraud
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